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boats and the sinews for thread. Another
group, called California sea lions, is made
up of smaller animals. Sea lions are seen
SEA LION
in large numbers on the Pacific coast cliffs.
They are peaceable creatures, but if attacked
defend themselves fiercely. They are pro-
tected by law, but a few are allowed to be
taken for menageries and zoological gardens.
SEARCH, eight of, in international law,
the right claimed by a nation at war to au-
thorize the commanders of its lawfully com-
missioned cruisers to enter and search private
merchant vessels of neutral nations on the
high, seas for the purpose of examining their
papers and cargo and to search for enemy
property or contraband of war. It is also
the right claimed by a nation to search ves-
sels of other nations in order to seize citizens
of the former in the service of the latter.
England's insistence on the right of search
was one of the causes leading to the War of
1812.
SEAECH WARRANT.   See warrant.
SEA ROBIN".   See gurnard.
SEA SERPENT, a marine monster, often
reported as having been seen, although there
is no proof that such a creature exists* Vari-
ous accounts assert that it is sixty feet or
more in length and that it swims with its
head and part of its body above water.
However, this is generally regarded as a
myth, and the explanation is that people have
been deluded by the sight of shoals of fish,
or logs of wood or seaweed.
SEASICKNESS, a nervous attack, pro-
duced by the motion of the sea. The symp-
toms are headache, nausea, vomiting, gen-
eral weakness and sometimes extreme depres-
sion. Usually an attack passes off quickly,
as the person becomes accustomed to the
sea, and will not recur, at least during the
 continuance of the voyage. Some persona
are always more or less ill when on the water
and become violently so when the sea is
rough. Children and aged persons are more
frequently exempt than others. Many
remedies have been suggested for seasickness,
but none seems to be effective in all cases.
One should not overload the stomach and
should take active exercise in the open air.
If, however, the attack is severe, the patient
should go to bed for a day or two. How-
ever, long confinement in a stateroom is bad,
and it very often happens that the attacks
will disappear entirely if the patient seeks
the open air.
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SEASONS, se'z'nz, the four periods into
which the year is divided by the ever-
changing position of the earth in relation
to the sun. As the earth revolves about the
sun in a nearly circular orbit, its axis at all
times points toward the Polo Star and is in-
clined to the plane of its orbit 23%°. There-
fore different parts of its surface are at
different times of the year exposed to the
vertical rays of the sun. Astronomically
speaking, in the northern hemisphere spring
extends from March 21, the time of the vernal
equinox, to the summer solstice, June 21;
summer from June 21 to September 21, the
time of the autumnal equinox; autumn to
December 21, and win-
ter from that date to the
beginning of spring1.
In the southern hemis-
phere the seasons are re-
versed, and spring be-
gins September 21. In
the torrid #one the
changes in the seasons
are not marked by dif-
ferences in temperature,
but by wet and dry
periods. See equiwox;
solstice.
SEA SQUIETS,
skwurts, or AS0ID-
IAHS, as sicFi anzy a
name commonly given
to certain low-grade
mollusks, so called be-
cause of their habit of
tated. They somewhat resemble double-
necked bottles, and are of leathery or gristly
nature* They are found at low water on a
squirting jets of water- ,S3EA      .       ^   M
1      4.     -l 3         *   .Colony on branch of
when touched or im-

